
Information on 
a faster chest 
X-ray service

Chest X-ray service
United Lincolnshire Hospitals NHS Trust is 
piloting a faster chest X-ray service at 
Lincoln County Hospital which offers patients 
their chest X-ray results straight away.

One X-ray is all that most patients will need 
but your appointment could take longer and 
involve further tests.

Please be prepared to stay at hospital if further 
tests are required. 

Finding out the result straight away means that 
when there is something wrong, we can try to 
quickly diagnose and treat it.

Most patients will 
just need one X-ray

Getting to your hospital 
appointment

By road
The hospital is situated on Greetwell Road in 
Lincoln and is clearly signposted from all major 
routes. Limited car parking is available on site.

By public transport
As there is limited car parking on site we 
encourage our patients and visitors to use 
public transport where possible. 

More information can be found at:

• LincsBus: www.lincsbus.info
• Traveline: 0871 200 223
• Lincolnshire County Council: 01522 552222

Further information
If you or your relative has communication 
needs, please contact us as soon as possible 
on the telephone or fax number on your 
appointment letter or card received and ask 
them to arrange an appropriate interpreter.

Lincoln County Hospital
Greetwell Road, Lincoln LN2 5QY

01522 512512
www.ulh.nhs.uk



What to expect at your appointment…

Chest X-ray

Taking the X-ray
We may ask you to change into a hospital 
gown. A Radiographer will set up the X-ray 
machine and will check you are comfortable. 
They will stand behind a screen while the X-ray 
is taken.

Results straight away
A Radiographer will look at your chest X-ray 
straight away and can discuss the result 
with you. The Radiographer has been trained 
to read chest X-rays. They can often make a 
diagnosis.

They will try not to keep you waiting too long 
but we ask all patients to wait for their results.

Waiting for a longer time does not mean there 
is something wrong.

X-ray results

Normal
Most patients have a normal result. 
This means that there were no signs of 
abnormalities on the X-ray. While this is good 
news, you will need to make an appointment 
with your GP to check if anything further is 
needed. 

It is also important to go back to your GP 
quickly in the future with concerns about new 
or existing symptoms.  

Unclear 
If the X-ray is unclear we may offer you another 
X-ray in 4-6 weeks time. The most common 
reason is a chest infection. Being recalled 
does not mean something serious is wrong. 

Your GP may make a further outpatient 
appointment to discuss results and book 
possible further tests such as a CT scan.

Abnormal
If the X-ray shows something abnormal we will 
arrange a CT scan appointment within 48hrs 
with you and where possible aim to provide 
a CT scan the same day. This takes a more 
detailed picture of your chest. 

Further tests

What does a CT scan involve?
The CT scan takes about 10 minutes. You will 
lie flat while the scanner circles your chest. A 
Radiographer will sit behind a screen and talk 
to you during the CT scan.

If you are happy to to go ahead, we will inject a 
special dye into your arm. This makes the CT 
picture clearer.

CT scans have risks and benefits which we 
can discuss with you.

If you have any further questions please 
contact the Radiology department at Lincoln 
County Hospital. 

CT scan result
CT scans take a longer time to interpret, 
however we will aim to provide your 
results on the same day so we 
can make a diagnosis as 
quickly as possible.

Your results will be 
explained to you 
and follow up 
appointments will 
be arranged if 
necessary. 


